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Finian has been very focused on 

achieving long term tangible gains for 

his constituents in Dublin Bay North. 

The recently announced HSE Capital 

Plan funding which progresses Finian’s 

targeted projects in Beaumont Hospital, 

(despite so many Capital Projects 

nationally vying for the same funding) is 

a fantastic achievement and great news 

for ‘the northside’. 

“This is a great day for patients, 

families, staff and for the people of my 

constituency in Dublin Bay North and all 

our families will feel the benefit at some 

point”, said McGrath.  “It also shows 

the difference Independents can make 

when they decide to take responsibility 

and step forward on behalf of their 

constituents”, concluded Finian

Finian also welcomed the extra €265m 

announced in the National Capital Plan 

for refurbishing and replacing residences 

for older people and people with 

disabilities.

McGrath hits the bullseye  
for his constituents

Climate Change … 
a call to action
Finian made a submission to Dublin 
City Council’s Draft Climate Change 
Action Plan 2019 – 2024 earlier this year, 
concentrating particularly on issues 
within the remit of the local authority 
which could be easily rectified and which 
would make a very strong and important 
difference in tackling climate change. 
The completed climate action plan 
contains 219 actions covering energy 
and building, transport, flood resilience, 
nature-based solutions and resource 
management (waste and water).
www.dublinclimatechange.codema.ie

Dear Constituent,

I am very proud to be representing 
Dublin Bay North in Dáil Eireann. 
People-centred policies and actions 
are at the core of my work. I have 
always believed that elected public 
representatives should step forward and 
not shy away from their responsibilities 
to provide solutions to the issues facing 
our community.  

Climate change, together with the 
housing crisis (the lack of affordable 
housing and the shortage of housing 
stock) affect all our families and are 
the most critical issues of our time. 
Improvements in health and disability 
services; investment in education and 
transport; reduction in crime / anti-
social behaviour; support for small 
businesses; and the protection of Dublin 
Bay; are also central to my work.

Thank you for taking the time to read 
this leaflet which highlights some of the 
issues I have been addressing on your 
behalf.  

Kind Regards
Finian McGrath TD 
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Major Progress at 
Beaumont Hospital
Finian unashamedly stepped forward 
to ensure that plans for new and 
improved facilities at Beaumont 
Hospital, which is an integral part of 
our community, were included in the 
Programme for Government. Finian 
continues to fight vehemently for its 
upgrading and he has ensured that 
the hospital has been prioritised for 
capital funding in the HSE Capital Plan 
2019 to 2021.  Projects that  
are being progressed under this  
plan include - 

•  Cystic Fibrosis Unit - €10.25m project
Planning permission for a Cystic Fibrosis Unit was received by Dublin City  
Council in March 2019.  Finian is now engaged in supporting a detailed  
design plan for construction.

•  Emergency Department - €50.55m project
Design work has been completed on this project and   
it is now ready to progress to the planning stage.

Additionally Finian is supporting the construction of  
a 95 bed Acute Ward Block - €34.5m project and a  
feasibility study for this project was completed earlier  
this year.

At Cabinet
As well as taking responsibility 
for his primary role as Minister 
for Disabilities, Finian takes 
every opportunity to support his 
constituents on a wide range of 
important issues at Government 
meetings, including - 

•  Bank Mortgage 
Tracker Scandal

Finian defends the interests of 
his constituents affected by this 
appalling scandal at cabinet and 
has engaged in correspondence 
with the Central Bank of 
Ireland. Finian is adamant 
that financial institutions 
which breached sections 
of the Consumer Credit Act 
1995 should be subject to the 
Criminal Courts system. 

•  National School 
Victims of  
Child Sexual Abuse

An Taoiseach recently made 
an apology in Dáil Éireann on 
behalf of the State to those 
who suffered child abuse in 
‘day’ schools.  These victims 
were treated appallingly by 
successive governments and 
Finian used his position at 
Cabinet to effect a resolution. 

Child safety is of paramount 
interest to Finian. He was 
instrumental in removing a 
teacher (subsequently twice 
convicted of multiple counts 
of child sexual abuse) from 
a large primary school in our 
constituency.  Authorities in this 
school had been made aware 
of the teacher’s activities three 
years previously, but they had 
neglected to act in the interest 
of their pupils at that time.  

•  Cervical Cancer 
Screen Debacle

Finian is robust in his support 
for the women and families 
most affected by the Cervical 
Cancer Screen Debacle and 
he has expressed this both 
at Cabinet and in a series of 
correspondence to the Minister 
of Health.

• Orkambi
Finian played a role in the 
negotiations that ensured 
the Orkambi drug was made 
available to Cystic Fibrous 
patients.

Bus Connects  
Beaumont Hospital 
Finian’s office identified a glaring error in that  
hospital users, many of whom are elderly,  
in Fairview, Marino, Clontarf, Killester,  
Donnycarney, Whitehall, Collins Ave and parts of 
Drumcondra, who up to now had a direct service  
to Beaumont Hospital (using routes 27B,104 and  
14) would under these new proposals, no longer  
have a direct service and would have to engage in 
transfers.  The BusConnects proposal to remove the 
direct Beaumont Hospital bus service from such a  
vast area is unconscionable.

DART Update
In an effort to tackle and reduce anti-social behaviour for  
DART passengers, measures such as increased security  
patrols, CCTV in carriages and joint operations with An  
Gardaí, have been introduced by Irish Rail.
•  A text alert system has also been implemented. If you 

 witness anti-social behaviour, please text ‘TRAIN’ followed  
by location and details of incident to 51444.  

•  Finian believes that all stations should be manned during operational hours both as an 
added security measure and to assist passengers with disabilities.

•   Parking issues at our local DART stations continue to affect residents. This matter has 
already been brought to the attention of DCC and An Gardaí.  Finian has requested that 
Irish Rail conduct a survey to ascertain the original home starting point of these car 
owners in order to investigate the possibility of providing feeder buses from those areas.  

Clonshaugh  
Sewage Plant
Finian strongly opposes the  
proposed location of a sewage plant 
in Clonshaugh and has made written and oral 
submissions against it. A large residential area 
such as Clonshaugh is wholly unsuitable  
for such a plant.

Finian opening the new Kidney a Unit in 
Beaumont Hospital.

“Finian believes  
that elected public  

representatives  
should step forward,  

not shy away from their  
responsibility and make  
every effort to achieve  
solutions to the  
issues facing their  
community”



Anti-Social &  
Criminal Behaviour
Finian continues to highlight and raise 
with An Taoiseach and the Minister 
of Justice his concerns regarding the 
instances of gangland murders and 
criminal and anti-social activities in 
areas of Dublin Bay North. Finian 
firmly believes that only a multifaceted 
approach will curtail these activities, 
including more community policing, 
increased educational / school supports 
and more youth services.

UNITED 

NATIONS

Finian spear-headed 
Ireland’s Ratification of 
the UN Convention on 
the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities. He 
is pictured with the 
UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres.

Finian believes the dredging of Howth Harbour is vital  
to ensure its future viability.

Housing Crisis  
Finian is acutely aware 
that the lack of affordable 

housing as well as a 
shortage of housing stock 

affects all our families.  Rents 
and purchase prices have 

risen to unaffordable levels and 
many families are being forced 

into homelessness.  The Rebuilding 
Ireland Home Loan scheme which 

is a local authority run scheme for 
certain first-time buyers has been heavily 

oversubscribed and Finian supports more 
funding being made available.  Additionally, Finian 

supports consideration of other jurisdictions’ housing models. 
e.g. The Vienna Model of Housing which is a means- tested and 
needs-based model of publicly  owned homes based on at-cost rental 
approach.

DUBLIN BAY
Finian is very involved in the 
protection of Dublin Bay and 

working with Cllr Damian O’Farrell (Ind)  
recently sourced local authority funding  
for a much needed equipment storage  
unit for the environmental Bull Island 

Action Group.

“Finian believes  
that elected public  

not shy away from their  
responsibility and make  
every effort to achieve 

BusConnects 
While there are many positive elements to BusConnects (including a €1.8 billion 
investment; transferable fares; orbital routes; improved cycle facilities), unfortunately 
much of our own area is not best served by the BusConnects proposals. 
Finian’s office held public meetings on this issue and Finian also made seven 
submissions identifying issues and offering solutions.

Route    BusConnects proposes the…..   Finian’s proposal

No. 14 Discontinuity of this route  Called for the retention of this route 
with increased capacity.

No. 123 Removal of direct access  Detailed an alternative route
 to South City / St James which provides south city
 Hospital Route access including St James Hospital.

No.130 Reduction in the frequency Called for the retention of this
 of this route route with increased capacity.

No.104 Discontinuity of this route  Called for the retention of this route 
which is vital for students travelling 
to DCU and persons travelling to 
Beaumont Hospital

No 31 / 31A Changes to this route  Highlighted the inadequacies
Howth including no direct city bus and called for the route to
Area route and an inadequate be redrafted. 
 service to the Howth peninsula.

No. 27 Changes to the service in this Highlighted the inadequacies
/ Dublin 17 area which doesn’t take into and insisted that the existing
area account that the area is not near No 27 needs to be retained.

 any Luas or DART transport.

Update - A revised BusConnects network plan is due to be announced in the 
Autumn and a second round of consultations will occur. Finian will continue to 
represent our area to achieve the best possible outcome for bus users.



 

01 618 3942 or 01 618 3031 (Dáil Office)

01 8511530 (Constituency Office) 

finian.mcgrath@oireachtas.ie

www.finianmcgrath.ie

@Finianmcgrathtd

Constituency Office: 

Le Chéile, Donnycarney, Collins Avenue East.

Finian was married to Anne (nee Russell, Artane) but sadly his 
wonderful wife and genuine ‘soul mate’, passed away in 2009 after 
a long battle with cancer. Finian lives with his younger daughter 
Cliodhna. His older daughter Caoimhe is married to Niall and he 
counts himself very fortunate to have two beautiful grandchildren, 
Anna and Cillian. Finian is a keen sports fan and both his love of 
family and of sport offer him opportunities for relaxation.

Finian entered politics with a background in community/voluntary 
work and was previously a full-time volunteer with the Simon 
Community.  Finian has been chairperson of Down Syndrome 
Ireland and was also on the board of the Northside Centre for the 
Unemployed.  Finian was a teacher and served as Principal of a North 
Inner-City primary school for many years. 

Finian’s involvement in independent politics is driven by his desire 
to address inequalities in society and he works incredibly hard 
towards this aim.

Finian received a high score (8/10) in a national 
newspaper’s ‘End of Year Report’ for Cabinet 
Ministers.  This high rating is an acknowledgment 
of Finian’s substantial achievements year on year in 
terms of increased funding for the Disability Sector.  
The graph below illustrates the funding increases 
which, in the context of the overall health sector 
budget, are quite considerable.  

Finian McGrath (Disabilities)
“He can rightly point to funding increases in his sector 
of which many ministers could only dream. His rants at 
Cabinet may produce eye-rolls but he gets results 8/10”  

Irish Independent  July 13th, 2019. 

Finian pictured with his daughters

CABINET SCORECARD

Irish Independent. Cabinet’s 
End of Year Report Card  

While Finian demonstrates a steely political determination, 
he also has a light-hearted side and enjoys political satire 
and singing. Last Christmas he penned a 
charity song, ‘Independent Blues’, with 
anyone liking the song asked to show their 
appreciation by donating to Brother Kevin’s 
Capuchin Day Centre. The song can be 
accessed using this QR code, but be mindful, 
there’s a health warning attached!!

Finian In Profile

Dog Fouling
Dog Fouling continues to be a scourge in our 
area. Most responsible dog owners do clean up 
after their dogs, but unfortunately there are many 
owners who don’t. Dog owners are subject to €150 fines if dog 
littering occurs. There are more dog litter bins in our area now 
and signage is increasing. Unfortunately, at the time of writing, 
there are no litter wardens in the Dublin North Central area and 
this is totally unacceptable. Finian has requested their immediate 
appointment. DCC has initiated a Green Dog Walker scheme which 
is a non-confrontational way to get people to change their habits 
and will be communicated through local community groups and 
schools along with a public awareness campaign. 

Finian representing his constituents near Dáil Éireann.


